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electric power, hydel and thermal, map of India has recently
been published by the Government of India. A study of the
map shows that a majority of the important power stations,
both hydel and thermal, fall within these two regions. Only
a small group falls outside in the coal region in the lower
Godavari valley. This distribution is quite natural in a
country possessing mostly consumers' goods industries orient-
ed to labour and consumers' markets.
The remaining areas of India comprising the province of
Orissa and Orissa States, major part of Hyderabad and the
C.P., the states of Chhatisgarh, Bundelkhand, Baghelkhand,
Central India and Rajputana and the provinces of Sind, Balu-
chistan, the N.-W. Frontier and Western Punjab, may be pro-
perly described as backward regions. Prevalence of malaria
and lack of means of communication in Orissa, Chhatisgarh,
Baghelkhand, Bundelkhand, deficiency of rainfall and worst
type of erosion in the Chambal basin (Malwa) and deficiency
of water in Rajputana are the main problems which hinder
the economic progress of these regions. Equally disastrous
was the problem of 'fragmented sovereignty' in the political
sphere. On account of the existence of hundreds of big and
small and, in most cases, interspersed states, the problems
responsible for the backwardness of these regions could not
be dealt with effectively.
Thanks to the Hon'ble Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, Deputy
Prime Minister, and the Ministry of States of the Government
of India as a whole, the problem of 'fragmented sovereignty*
standing in the way of the economic advancement of these
regions has been solved in a very satisfactory manner. The
States of Orissa have merged in the province giving rise to.
the province of Utkal, which is nearly twice the size of the
former province of Orissa; the Chhatisgarh States have been
absorbed in the C.P.; the Baghelkhand and Bundelkhand
States have formed Vindhya Pradesh; the States of Bharatpur,
Dholpur, Karauli and Alwar, lying to the north of the Cham-
bal and west of the Yamuna have formed the Matsya
Union now joined to Rajasthan; the unification of
the States of the Chambal valley leading to the formation
\rf Madhya Bharat and Rajasthan, has been completed;
Kathiawar States have formed the province of Saurashtra,